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Please consider this bill and its ramifications carefully and vote against HB2564. 

Sincerely, 

  

Monica McLaren 

  

President 

Friends of UHCC Board 

 





The House Committee on Lower and Higher Education & Committee on Health 
 

February 7, 2020 (2pm) 
 

Individual Testimony AGAINST HB 2564   

Re-organization of the University of Hawaii Cancer Center 

within the UH John A Burns School of Medicine 

 
Dear Chairs Woodson and Mizuno, Vice Chairs Hashem, Quinlan, and Kobayashi, and Members of the Committees: 
 
I herein submit my individual testimony AGAINST the bill HB 2564 (and SB 2575) to reorganize the UH Cancer Center 

within the UH JABSOM Medical School. 

 
This bill does not provide any specific, let alone convincing, rationale for the re-organization.  It seems to be based on an 

unsubstantiated assumption that the State can save costs significantly and maintain the mission of two organizations that 

are important for the people of Hawaii by simply merging them.  I testify against this bill because we have concrete and 

objective evidence that such re-organization will critically jeopardize the National Cancer Institute designation and possibly 

the very existence of the UH Cancer Center.  

 
If a thoughtless merger is the goal, why not re-organize the JABSOM Medical School within the UH Cancer Center?  

Putting both units under Dr. Holcombe’s capable leadership will not jeopardize either unit’s survival and will most likely lead 

to better management of finances and also educational and research missions.  Over the past 3 years, Dr. Holcombe has 

demonstrated outstanding leadership abilities and achievements, through a creative and collaborative working style, for all 

of which we have undisputable evidence and a large number of witnesses from the Consortium and community. 

 
This bill does not acknowledge that re-organization of any UH units will have to take due processes within the University 

that has internal autonomy.  This bill was brought forward by Lawmakers who do not seem to have any regards for rules 

and regulations if not to their liking, which seems to be the practice every year.  Legislators wrote this bill without any 

engagement of the UH Cancer Center leadership or UH Administration for that matter.  Worse, some Legislators seem to 

have had one-sided communication with JABSOM members according to the December hearing by the Senate Committee 

on Higher Education.  I believe that is abuse of power and exercise of undue and biased interference by the 

Legislators, which will harm the relationship of both units and their affiliated communities for years to come.   

 
I suggest that the Legislators put aside their personal biases, communicate their concerns fairly with both unit’s leadership 

and the UH Administration, and make evidence-based recommendations to increase efficiency, now that we have an 

outstanding leader at the UH Cancer Center, and the faculty, staff, students and community are thriving to catch up with 

years of mismanagement that was thrown upon us.  I respectfully ask you to vote against the bills HB 2564 and SB 2575. 

 
Unhee Lim, Associate Professor, UH Cancer Center 







HB-2564 
Submitted on: 2/5/2020 10:00:07 PM 
Testimony for LHE on 2/7/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lynn Murakami-
Akatsuka 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

As a 25 year UH Cancer Center community partner, I strongly oppose HB 2564 (and 
SB 2575) to reorganize the UH Cancer Center within the UH JABSOM Medical 
School.  The bill does not provide any rationale for the proposed re-organization and will 
critically jeopardize the University of Hawaii Cancer Center's National Cancer Institute 
(NCI) designation.  The loss of this NCI designation will limit the ability of UH Cancer 
Center's (CC) investigators to continue to bring in more than $50 million dollars of 
research funding and provide needed clinical trial funding for our residents to access 
services here in our state each year.  Over the past 3 years, under the UH Cancer 
Center's Director Dr. Randall Holcombe's capable leadership, he has: 1) reduced 
budget deficits inherited from the past Center administration, 2) increased NCI funding, 
3) recruited and hired excellent research investigators to bring their cancer specialties's 
expertise and research projects funding, 4) added new partners to the clinical 
trials/research consortium, 5) developed a business plan to utilize the remaining CC 
space for supporting biotech lab opportunities,and  6) promoted and encouraged a 
creative and collaborative working environment for the staff, the Consortium, and the 
community partners after years of mismanagement.  The UH Cancer Center is already 
a viable and sustainable research unit under his leadership.  It would be a grave 
mistake to reorganize the CC within the UH JABSOM Medical School.  Therefore I 
strongly oppose HB 2564 and its companion SB 2575.  Thank you for the 
opportunity to testify. 

Lynn Murakami-Akatsuka, MPH, CHES 
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HB-2564 
Submitted on: 2/6/2020 11:43:09 AM 
Testimony for LHE on 2/7/2020 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

thomas wills  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. Although the intent may have been to be supportive, the outcome 
would not be a good one. The consequences will be harmful for cancer etiology and 
prevention research in Hawaii. 
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For the reasons above, I STRONGLY OPPOSE HB2564. 

Thank you, 

Yurii B. Shvetsov, PhD 

Assistant Professor 

University of Hawaii Cancer Center 
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Namrata Gurung Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am testifying to appose this Bill. 

I have been a HR personnel for the last 13 years at the University of Hawaii Cancer 
Center.  In these 13 years, I have seen many ups and downs within the UH Cancer 
Center administration.  But the last 3 plus years (after Dr. Randall Holcombe was hired 
as the Director) has been the most important years for the UH Cancer Center.  I have 
never seen any Director working so well with the entire Faculty, staff, UH administrators 
(includes UH Dean/Directors), and community partners.  As HR personnel, I have to 
work with the employees very closely and I have personnaly seen the change in these 3 
and half years - the change in their willingness to learn, to participate, to collaborate, 
and work togather to acheive the one goal of the UH Cancer Center of finding cure for 
Cancer.   With this testimony I am apposing the introduced bill.  
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The foolhardy merger of UHCC and JABSOM will result in the loss of NCI 
designation.  It will let millions of research dollars go elsewhere.  And we 
will lose our amazing faculty and research staff presently working at 
UHCC.  Please oppose this merger.  There is no cost savings, there is no 
reason except ego to pursue this merger. 

  

Many thanks for your time and service to our community 

  

Sue Sylvester Palumbo, DVM 

The Cat Clinic, Inc 

Honolulu, HI 

Ph (808)284-3765 

  

Sent from my iPad 
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Pallav Pokhrel Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chairs Woodson and Mizuno, Vice Chairs Hashem, Quinlan, and Kobayashi, and 
Members of the Committees: 

  

I am writing as an Associate Professor in the UH Cancer Center to voice my 
OPPOSITION to HB2564 which would place the UH Cancer Center under the John A. 
Burns School of Medicine. 

  

The mission of the Cancer Center is different than that of the Medical School. The 
�0�H�G�L�F�D�O���6�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���S�U�L�P�D�U�\���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���W�R���H�G�X�F�D�W�H���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H��
students. Research is secondary. Our Central mission is cancer research that will 
impact the people of Hawaii. We need to keep our focus on this and build on our recent 
accomplishments without getting subsumed into a new organization with a different goal 
and different culture. 

  

I strongly believe that there is no advantage for faculty, staff, or students from the 
proposed merger. Faculty already move freely between the two organizations. We have 
faculty that teach in JABSOM and serve on many JABSOM committees already. And 
we already share a number of resources from conference rooms to the security 
personnel. 

  

Thus, for the reasons above I am strongly AGAINST HB2564. It is an attempt to solve a 
problem that doesn't exist and will instead cause many unintended costs and 
consequences. 

  

Thank you, 
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Pallav Pokhrel, PhD 

Assoociate Professor 

Cancer Prevention Program 

University of Hawaii Cancer Center 
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Dear Chairs Woodson and Mizuno, Vice Chairs Hashem, Quinlan, and Kobayashi, and Members of the Committees: 

I am writing as an Associate Professor at the UH Cancer Center to express my adamant OPPOSITION to HB2564 which 
would place the UH Cancer Center into the John A. Burns School of Medicine.  

This change would result in loss of our NCI-designation which would have disastrous effects for the Cancer Center, its 
faculty, and the entire community. Under Dr. Randall HolcombeÕs current leadership and authority, every aspect of the 
Cancer Center has improved. Being re-designated by the NCI allows us to recruit faculty of the highest caliber to conduct 
high quality research for the benefit of those in Hawaii, the Pacific, and beyond. By placing the Cancer Center into the 
medical school, Dr. HolcombeÕs authority and ability to lead the Cancer Center effectively would be weakened.  

UH Cancer Center currently has a very good working relationship with the medical school and many Cancer Center 
faculty have faculty appointments in the medical school, including me, so the proposed change in this bill is not necessary 
to foster better collaboration.  

As Medical Director of the Clinical Trials Office, I oversee the clinical trials infrastructure for our entire network which 
includes the major hospital systems and oncology private practices. The cancer clinical trials we offer and administer 
directly to the community impacts the entire state. I am excited about our plans to open an Early Phase Clinical Trials 
Unit and be able to offer the most novel agents to treat cancer that would not be available to our residents without this new 
facility. The success of this Unit would only be possible under the leadership of Dr. Holcombe with his extensive 
experience and in his current role as Director with his current level of authority. The failure to create such a unique Unit in 
Hawaii would be a tragic disservice to our residents who would have to continue to travel to the mainland to access these 
most novel treatments and place significant burdens on patients and their families.  

The future of UH Cancer Center is very bright under Dr. HolcombeÕs current leadership and authority. This was also 
recognized by our recent External Advisory Committee site visitors. Placing the Cancer Center in the medical school 
would undo all the impactful work that has been done under Dr. HolcombeÕs leadership. Therefore, I strongly OPPOSE 
HB2564. Thank you for your consideration. 

Jessica Rhee, MD, MS 
Associate Professor, UH Cancer Center  
Medical Director, UH Cancer Center Clinical Trials Office 
Associate Professor, Department of Medicine, John A. Burns School of Medicine 



February 6, 2020 

Dear Members of the Committee: 

I am and Associate Researcher in the UH Cancer Center and I am writing to express my strong 
opposition to HB2564.  This bill proposes to establish an organized research unit for cancer 
research within the University of Hawaii John A. Burns School of Medicine.  I have been a faculty 
member at the UH Cancer Center since 2008.   

The UH Cancer Center has a critical role in serving the needs of our community and catchment 
area.  The Cancer Center is one of only 71 NCI designated cancer centers in the nation.  Achieving, 
and maintaining, NCI designation reflects all of the hard work and research excellence that is 
required to obtain this recognition.  As a very accomplished medical oncologist and visionary 
leader, Dr. Holcombe, as the Director of the UH Cancer Center has been a key component of this 
accomplishment.  Reorganizing the research unit, and having the UH Cancer Center within UH 
JABSOM would jeopardize the NCI designation and important research and clinical advancements 
that have been accomplished under Dr. Holcombe’s leadership. Furthermore, as the mission of the 
UH Cancer Center is very different from JABSOM, the leadership of both entities should require 
different expertise. Dr. Hedges, as the Dean of JABSOM, has limited experience with the cancer 
research and care, thus it is not ideal for him to hold a leadership position overseeing the UH 
Cancer Center. Also, the proposed reorganization would detract from Dr. Hedges’  primary 
responsibility to educate our future medical doctors. 

I request that the committee members consider the negative consequences and limited benefit of 
the proposed reorganization and oppose HB2564. 

 

Sincerely, 

Lenora WM Loo, PhD 
Associate Researcher 
 

 















The House Committee on Lower and Higher Education & Committee on Health 

Re-organization of the University of Hawaii Cancer Center within the UH John A Burns School of Medicine 

 

Aloha Chairs Woodson and Mizuno, Vice Chairs Hashem, Quinlan, and Kobayashi, and Members of the 
Committees: 

I herein submit my individual testimony AGAINST  the bill HB 2564 (and SB 2575) to reorganize the UH 
Cancer Center within the UH JABSOM Medical School. 

My name is Claire Hughes. I am �D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���8�+���&�D�Q�F�H�U���&�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���1�D�W�L�Y�H���+�D�Z�D�L�L�D�Q���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���$�G�Y�L�V�R�U�\��
Board. Like you, I have worked, for my entire professional and retirement life to improve health for all citizens 
of Hawai`i, not just for Native Hawaiians. While the intent of bill  HB 2564 (and SB 2575) may be to help the 
UH Cancer Center and �+�D�Z�D�L�C�L�¶�V��people, I am testifying against Bill HB 2564.  I believe, strongly, HB 2564 
(and SB 2575) would not benefit our efforts to decrease the cancer burden �Z�L�W�K�L�Q���+�D�Z�D�L�C�L�¶�V���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���D�Q�G��
communities, for the following reasons: 

- Under the leadership of Dr. Randall Holcombe, our new director, the Cancer Center has made much progress 
in strengthening the C�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V resear�F�K���S�U�R�J�U�D�P�V���D�Q�G���L�P�S�U�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V��relationships with communities.  
And, for the first time, under �'�U�����+�R�O�F�R�P�E�H�¶�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S����the Native Hawaiian community has a voice in the 
content and direction of research conducted at the Center.  The Native Hawaiian Advisory Board recently 
reviewed an organoid research proposal to be conducted in the soon-to-be renovated annex. 

- The proposed changes in HB 2564 (and SB 2575 will jeopardize future renewal of the NCI-designation (P30 
grant), as it would require demotion of the director. The level of authority �R�I���W�K�H���G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�¶�V is an important 
criterion for evaluation the �&�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V���1�&�,-designation (P30 grant). The NH Advisory Board of the UH Cancer 
Center was invited to attend the recent UHCC External Advisory Committee meeting.  We learned that the 
reason the NCI originally renewed the Cancer Center grant for 3 instead of 5 years, was due to multiple changes 
�L�Q���W�K�H���&�H�Q�W�H�U�¶�V��leadership. Currently, because of significant progress made during the last 3 years, the NCI 
awarded the Center a fourth year on its funding grant and, will provide a fifth year, if this progress is sustained.  
The extension and the subsequent grant renewal is because of �'�U�����+�R�O�F�R�P�E�H�¶�V���O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S����the outstanding 
faculty, and the autonomy of the UH Cancer Center. 

- Since arriving, three years ago, Dr. Holcombe has turned the Center around, addressing its deficit and, 
successfully building community engagement initiatives that benefit Hawai`i, significantly. The Cancer Center, 
will  work closely with Hawai`i hospitals to make new cancer treatments available to Hawaìi patients, 
transforming and improving cancer care in Hawai`i. In my opinion, based on many years working with the UH 
Cancer Center, Dr. Holcombe has brought in new energy and ideas and, has proven to be the ideal person to 
initiate innovation and build clinical research in cancer. 

In my 30+ years of collaborating with the UH Cancer Center, I see the Center poised to realize greater potential 
for the people of Hawai`i.  I urge you to not change the administrative reporting of the UH Cancer Center.  As 
any change would greatly jeopardize the progress made in the past 3 years.  Mahalo.  
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Gertraud Maskarinec Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Members of this Committee, 

As a Professor of Epidemiology at the Cancer Center for the last 25 years, my 
experience has convinced me that the independent status of the Cancer Center and its 
Director are crucial to its success. As the mission of JABSOM and the Cancer Center 
are very different, it takes a dedicated leader like Dr. Holcombe with a strong 
background in oncology to move the research into the right direction. Although I greatly 
appreciate collaborations with faculty members at JABSOM, the specialized goals of the 
Cancer Center with a focus on extramural research projects and training of future 
investigators require the leadership of a dedicated individual who is capable of 
recognizing new developements in oconology and to initiate activities to bring these 
innovations to Hawaii. Therefore, this person needs full authority to appoint faculty 
members and to control the center's resources. 

Sincerely, 

Gertraud Maskarinec, MD, PhD 

Professort and Associate Director of Research Education 
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